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Unit 1 EA 1: Writing About My Cultural Identity 
 

Assignment: Students will write a reflective essay explaining their cultural identity.  
 

Objectives: 
   SWBAT:  

o Introduce a topic and organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections 
and distinctions (W.9-10.2A) 

o Develop a topic with well-chosen, relevant and sufficient facts, details, quotations, or other information 
and examples that are appropriate to the topic (W.9-10.2B) 

o Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of a text, create cohesion, and clarify the 
relationships among complex ideas and concepts (W.9-10.2C) 

o Use precise language and specific vocabulary to communicate the topic (W.9-10.2D) 
 

Step One: Planning/Prewriting 
 

1. Revisit your brainstorm SOAPSTone chart on page 44. Use those thoughts to help you answer the 
following questions: 

a. What elements of your culture have most influenced your identity? 
 
  
 
 

b. How does your cultural identity compare to that of your parents, your peers, or even strangers? 
 
 
 
 

c. How did a cultural conflict – either internal or external –influence your perspective?   
 
 
 
 

c. How might you use a particular cultural element (food, language, clothing, etc.) as a metaphor  
or central idea to focus your essay? 
 
 
 
 

Step Two: Organizing Your Essay 
Review the packet on Reflective Writing. Note that although a reflective essay does not need to follow a 5 
paragraph essay format, it should have an organized structure. Use the outline on the following page to help 
you organize your essay.  
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              Introduction: 

Hook: 

 

Personal Experience: 

 

Thesis/Thematic Statement:  

 

 

 

Description of the Event (use vivid descriptions and 
details): 

 

 

  

 

Interpretation of the Event (Explain the significance 
of the event on your life and how it has shaped your 
cultural identity): 

 

 

 

 

Outcome of the Event (Explain what you have 
learned from the experience and how your future 
will be different as a result of having the 
experience): 

 

 

 

  

Body 
Paragraphs 

Conclusion 
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Step Three: Drafting and Revising 
o Use your SOAPSTone and graphic organizer to draft a complete essay 
o Refer to the scoring guide to make sure you fulfill all required components of the essay 
o Use thoughtful diction and syntax 
o Use transitions between thoughts and paragraphs (refer to the document Mrs. F provided) 
o Use google docs to create and share your essay 

 

Step Four: Peer Editing  
Exchange essays and packets with a peer. Your partner will edit your essay and fill out the below chart so as to 
provide you with suggestions for improving your essay. In addition, your partner will correct any noticeable errors 
in spelling, grammar, and punctuation.  
 

ADD 
What should be added to 

make this essay more clear 
or make its argument(s) 

stronger? 

o  
 

o  
 

o  
 

DELETE 
What should be deleted to 

make this essay more 
focused and coherent? 

o  
 

o  
 

o  

MOVE 
What words or phrases 
should be moved in this 

essay to improve its 
sentence structure and 

clarity? 

o  
 

o  
 

o  

OTHER 
What other suggestions 
can you provide to make 

this essay more clear, 
coherent, organized, 
and/or thoughtful? 

o  
 

o  
 

o  

 

Step Five: Prepare a Final Draft for Publication 
Consult the “Reflective Writing” packet, the attached rubric, and any other helpful resources (a dictionary, 
thesaurus, spell-checker, grammar handbook, style book, etc.) to ensure that you have met all requirements of 
this essay. Additionally, please schedule an individual conference with Mrs. Fegert for additional assistance. 
 

 
This essay is due on: ________________________________________________  
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Unit Three EA1: Writing About My Cultural Identity 
Assignment Rubric 

 
Scoring Criteria Exemplary (25-20) Proficient (19-13) Emerging(6-12) Incomplete (5-0) 

Ideas The essay 

 has a clear and 
strongly maintained 
central idea (e.g., 
internal/external 
conflict or central 
metaphor/concept) to 
focus the essay 

 uses a range of well-
chosen, relevant, and 
sufficient evidence to 
create a vivid sense of 
personal cultural 
identity.  

The essay 

 has an adequately 
maintained central 
idea to focus the 
topic 

 uses a sufficient 
range of evidence to 
develop the 
explanation of 
cultural identity.  

The essay 

 has an unclear or 
insufficiently 
maintained central 
idea and lacks focus 

 uses vague, 
irrelevant, or 
insufficient evidence 
to develop the 
explanation of 
cultural identity.  

 

The essay 

 is not coherent and 
does not clearly 
maintain a central 
focus 

 provides little or no 
evidence to 
support or develop 
an explanation of 
cultural identity.  

Structure The writer 

 uses an effective 
organizational strategy 
that creates clarity and 
cohesion 

 introduces ideas 
smoothly, links them 
logically, and provides 
a satisfying conclusion 

 uses appropriate and 
varied transitions.  

The writer 

 uses an adequate 
organizational 
strategy that creates 
a sense of 
completeness 

 introduces ideas, 
links them 
adequately, and 
provides a 
conclusion 

 uses some varied 
transitions. 

The writer  

 uses an inconsistent 
or confusing 
organization 

 does not introduce, 
link, and/or conclude 
ideas 

 uses weak, 
repetitive, or 
insufficient 
transitions.  

The writer 

 uses a confusing 
organization or 
does not organize 
ideas at all  

 does not link ideas 

 uses weak or no 
transitions.  

Use  
of  

Language 

The writer 

 uses precise language 
and appropriate 
vocabulary to create a 
distinctive tone or 
voice 

 demonstrates strong 
command of 
conventions of 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling.  

The writer 

 uses appropriate 
vocabulary and 
maintains an 
appropriate 
tone/voice 

 demonstrates 
adequate command 
of conventions; 
errors in grammar, 
usage, capitalization, 
or spelling do not 
interfere with 
meaning.  

The writer 

 uses inappropriate 
or simple 
vocabulary that 
does not maintain 
consistent 
tone/voice 

 demonstrates 
insufficient 
command of 
conventions; errors 
in grammar, usage, 
capitalization, or 
spelling interfere 
with meaning. 

The writer 

 uses inappropriate 
vocabulary and 
does not maintain 
consistent or 
appropriate 
tone/voice 

 demonstrates little 
command of 
conventions; 
numerous errors in 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, or 
spelling interfere 
with meaning. 

Comments:         
           

Total Score: ________/75 


