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Goal of Plan 

The Goal of Bellefonte Area School District is to provide every student with 
access to continued learning.  To ensure that our students receive activities and 
assignments that keep them engaged in their learning while providing 
opportunities for them to maintain their current level of skill and 
understanding.The review and enrichment opportunities address foundational 
skills and content and are designed to equitably support remote student learning 
throughout the COVID-19 crisis.  
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Overview of Plan 

Vision: Working collaboratively, we inspire a passion for learning, a commitment 
to excellence, and a respect for individuals and diversity as we prepare all 
students to be successful in an ever-changing global society. 

● Mission: Inspiring and Preparing Today’s Learners to Embrace 
Tomorrow’s Challenges 

● This COVID-19 pandemic presents a challenge directly aligned to 
our mission of preparing students to embrace challenges.  Our 
vision nods to equity and ensures we provide access to learning 
opportunities to all students regardless of their individual needs in a 
manner that enables them to build on present learning in 
preparation for future success.  

Our CoE plan incorporates menu choice boards providing for 
enrichment and review aligned to skills and content necessary for future learning. 
Although it is not required, each student is encouraged to engage to the best of 
his or her ability in the learning experiences our teachers have provided.  There 
are technology based options and off line options available for each skill or 
content area.  This plan enables our students to continue with their education 
even though we are not sitting together in a traditional classroom.  

https://sites.google.com/basd.net/closing-resources/home?authuser=0 

  

Expectations for Teaching and Learning 

Rationale: BASD believes it is critical to engage each core area as well as at the 
secondary level, specific course content.  BASD also believes the whole child 
needs to be embraced in the learning process and as such incorporates learning 
activities that go beyond core instruction.  We also need to approach learning 
through a lens of equity, thus we need to make a good faith effort to ensure 
FAPE (free and appropriate education for all students). As it is enrichment and 
review no attendance is taken, no grades are given, nor are any assignments 
collected; however, each student is encouraged to engage in the learning options 
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presented and over the course of a week complete a significant portion of the 
menu board choices across content areas.  

Teachers are expected to provide feedback, maintain contact with 
students through some electronic or virtual method such as emails or 
video, phone calls, or letters/postcards, and at the secondary level to 
provide for regular student office hours (either virtually or by phone or 
email).  

● Our plan engages each of the core content areas:  
○ K-5 (by grade level): ELA reading, ELA writing, math, 

science, social studies 
○ 6-8: ELA, math, science, social studies 
○ 9-12 (by course and/or grade level): English, mathematics, 

science, social studies 
● Our plan also engages special areas: 

○ K-5 (developmentally appropriate choices): technology, 
music, art, health & physical education, library, world 
language 

○ 6-8: social emotional learning, world languages, music, art, 
Project Lead the Way, band, choir, orchestra, health and 
physical, education, math fundamentals, strategic reading, 
business/technology/personal finance 

○ 9-12: world languages, health, physical education, drivers 
education, family and consumer science, fine arts and 
performing arts, business, agriculture, technology, video 
production, school counseling 

○ Our plan adds an additional layer of learning for: 
■ Special education: emotional and autistic support, 

speech, social emotional support, and at the HS level 
- transition activities; (note activities on the grade level 
menu choice boards are designed to facilitate 
independent learning and include choices that any 
child would be able to access with limited parent 
support). In addition, special education staff will be 
providing a good faith effort to provide a Free 
Appropriate Public Education for students with 
disabilities. Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 



will be implemented with a good faith effort to address 
areas of disability.  

■ Seniors (grade 12):  
■ AP/CHS: AP students have access to daily online 

tutorials offered by the College Board.  AP teachers 
may reach out to their classes to offer additional 
review including, but not limited to, virtual meetings 
and/or dissemination of paper copies of review 
sheets. Teachers are available by email for student 
questions and feedback.  College in the High School 
is being directed by the partner institution and we are 
following their recommendations based upon the 
institution and the course.  

■ EL: translated menu choice boards based upon a 
student’s individual needs. 

○ An additional resource document is provided should students 
or families wish to engage in learning activities beyond that 
which is provided through our remote continuity of learning 
plan.  

  

Communication Tools and Strategies 

We are engaging a comprehensive platform of communication forums including 
but not limited to:  social media, a district communication hub on our district 
website, a remote learning information hub on our district website, letters/news 
blasts, email, text, phone alerts and phone calls, YouTube, and live-streamed 
Board meetings found on many of these platforms. 

Regular updates are posted on our communication hub; urgent updates and 
information is communicated via our alert now/blackboard communication 
system. 

Teachers and principals regularly engage with their students and staff. 
Secondary teachers hold scheduled office hours; all teachers engage regularly 
via ZOOM/Google Classroom/Hangouts, classroom meeting applications, emails, 



phone calls, facetime or other social media synchronous and asynchronous video 
options, and regular mail.  

We hold weekly regular ZOOM meetings between our administrators, with our 
staff, with our instructional coaches, with our support and professional staff 
associations.  Our HR department sends out regular emails with updates 
reflective of COVID-19 changes as well as with information regarding mental and 
physical health.  
 
Administrators and teachers monitor their email.  Parents may continue to 
contact any of their child(rens) teachers, principal(s), or other administrators, 
through our email.  If an individual’s email is not known that information can be 
found through our staff directory tabbed under faculty and staff on our district 
website:  https://www.basd.net/Domain/38 

  

Access (Devices, Platforms, Handouts) 

● Menu Choice Boards (paper and electronic) 
● Chromebooks are available for those special education students whose 

IEP and/or learning goals require access. 
● Chromebooks are available for our seniors so they may access our 

enhanced plan for them. 
● Wifi access is available in our High School and Marion Walker Elementary 

parking lots for students (they must remain in their vehicles and park away 
from other cars).  

● ZOOM, Google 
● Students may also use personal laptops, desktops, or smartphones to 

complete their assignments should they choose to access the menu 
choice board via the internet. 
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Staff General Expectations 

The following is a list of general expectation that remain in effect 
(subject to change) for the remainder of time schools are closed due to 
COVID-19: 

● Teachers are expected to collaborate virtually with their colleagues to 
create the weekly menu choice boards.  These are to be submitted to 
their principals by Thursday afternoon of each week.  

● Teachers are expected to provide feedback to students if asked during 
normal school hours.  

● Teachers are expected to maintain contact with all of their students on 
a regular basis and are expected to utilize a continuum of 
methods/formats to ensure they can reach all students.  

● Teachers are expected to compile their contact information in a 
building/district spreadsheet.  

● Teachers are expected to monitor their email accordingly and respond 
in a timely fashion during the normal school day. 

● Teachers are expected to perform their teaching duties as assigned 
including continued virtual meetings with parents to adhere to IEP 
deadlines.  (Via virtual platforms).  It is understood that some of these 
meetings may take place outside of the normal school day. 

● Teachers are expected to engage in ZOOM meetings and 
collaborative professional learning as directed by administration.  

  

● Support staff are expected to perform duties as assigned should those 
within their job descriptions be deemed essential to the district.  

● Para-professionals are expected to assist with teacher remote 
continuity of education as deemed appropriate to the plan(s).  (All via a 
virtual platform). 

 

● Administrators are expected to continue to monitor their emails 
● Administrators are expected to support and assist with our remote 

continuity of education plans  
● Administrators are expected to continue to monitor Safe2Say 



● Administrators are expected to coordinate necessary student/parent 
support services  

● Administrators are expected to attend ZOOM meetings as scheduled 
● Administrators are expected to meet the mandates of PDE while 

performing essential duties aligned with our continuity of education 
plan and/or our meal delivery program.  (Via a virtual platform 
(physical presence only if necessitated as with our food program, 
delivery of menu choice boards, or for essential operations as 
indicated).  

  

Student Expectations 

● While the Enrichment and Review Activities/Assignments are optional, 
it is the expectation of the teachers and administration that every 
student will make an effort to engage and complete assigned activities 
from the menu choice boards (either online or in paper format) on a 
daily basis to the best of their ability.  

○ The teachers and administrators ask for the support of 
parents/guardians/caregivers to help promote learning in the 
home. 

● Students are expected, with support of their caregivers if necessary, to 
reach out to teachers for feedback or clarification.  

● Seniors are expected to adhere to the senior learning plan and meet 
state level graduation requirements via a virtual platform if possible. 
The plan includes options for those students who do not have internet 
access.  

  

Attendance / Accountability 

 As our remote CoE (continuity of education) plan for all students is 
enrichment and review there is no attendance or grading.  However, our 
senior plan will require seniors to continue to meet state requirements (not 
district requirements) for graduation.  Seniors will operate on a pass/fail 



option for a final cross curricular project that enables all students to meet the 
State graduation requirements. 

Grading:  Third marking period grades will be calculated as they stood at the 
time of the initial school closure.  However, students will not be penalized for 
work they were unable to complete or turn in to their teacher(s). 
Assessments will not need to be made up nor will students be penalized for 
not having the ability to make them up.  No student will receive less than a 
60% for their third marking period grade.  No student will receive less than a 
60% for the year; however, if a student failed a one quarter class in the first 
or second quarter, or, if a student failed a one semester class for the first 
semester, they will be required to make that class up in the same manner as 
if we had not been affected by COVID-19.   

  

  

Good Faith Efforts for Access and Equity for All Students 

Schools are required to make a good faith effort to ensure equity and FAPE. 
We believe our menu choice boards provide access to learning for all 
students through a range of developmentally appropriate and grade/course 
aligned activities both online and offline.  Additionally, we have added an 
extra layer of support and learning for our students with special needs.  

  

Special Education Supports 

The District  will  provide a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) 
consistent with the need to protect the health and safety of students with 
disabilities and those individuals providing education, specialized instruction, and 
related services to these students. In this unique and ever-changing environment, 
the Office of Civil Rights and Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services (OSERS)  recognize that these exceptional circumstances may affect 
how all educational and related services and supports are provided, and the 
District will offer flexibility where possible. However, it must be noted that the 



provision of FAPE may include, as appropriate, special education and related 
services provided through distance instruction provided virtually, online, or 
telephonically. District teachers and related service providers have been meeting 
regularly during  the mandatory closure  to plan and determine how these 
services and supports may be delivered in a thoughtful manner to meet each 
child’s unique needs through a variety of options.  

The District  understands that, during this national emergency, schools may not 
be able to provide all services in the same manner they are typically provided. 
The District also recognizes that services must be delivered safely, and in 
accordance with state law. As such,  it may be unfeasible or unsafe, during 
current emergency school closures, to provide hands-on physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, or tactile sign language educational services. Many 
disability-related modifications and services may be effectively provided online. 
These may include, for instance, extensions of time for assignments, videos with 
accurate captioning or embedded sign language interpreting, accessible reading 
materials, and many speech or language services through video conferencing. 
The BASD special education staff will be utilizing a variety of these platforms.  

It is important to emphasize that federal disability law allows for flexibility in 
determining how to meet the individual needs of students with disabilities. The 
determination of how FAPE is to be provided may need to be different in this time 
of unprecedented national emergency. As mentioned above, FAPE may be 
provided consistent with the need to protect the health and safety of students. 
Parents will be provided individual notice of what services the district will be 
provided during the mandatory closure.  

  

EL Supports 

For EL students, we are translating grade level and content area choice boards, as 
needed, with the purpose of reviewing and enriching the learning of our EL students. 
Additional EL choice boards will be created based on individual students' needs. 
Teachers are personally contacting students and families to provide support as needed 
on a regular basis.  

  



Gifted Education 

     Our parents have been provided with the following with regard to our plan: 

 Services During the Closure: 

  

We are currently closed for all students in accordance with Governor Wolf’s 

school closure order.  Your child currently has a GIEP, which will be implemented 

to the maximum extent necessary and possible given the limitations of a virtual 

platform.  Your child’s case manager will be reaching out to you to discuss the 

specifics of implementation and any questions or concerns you may have, and 

we encourage you to communicate with your case manager should you have any 

questions at all. The gifted support teacher may utilize the choice boards along 

with any other enrichment strategies consistent with the Continuity of Education 

Plan and the student’s individual goals.  

  

·  

  

Building/Grade Level Contacts 

Bellefonte Elementary Principal: jbrown@basd.net   Mrs. Jennifer Brown 

           Dean of Students: pvaiana@basd.net  Mrs. Pam Vaiana 

Benner Elementary Principal: kvancas@basd.net    Mr. Kris Vancas 

Marion Walker Elementary Principal: kkrisch@basd.net   Mrs. Karen Krisch 

Pleasant Gap Elementary Principal: dbesch@basd.net   Mr. Daniel Besch 

Middle School Principal:  sgarman@basd.net  Mrs. Sommer Garman 

         Assistant Principal: mbaughman@basd.net   Mr. Mike Baughman  

High School Principal: mfedisso@basd.net  

        Assistant Principal:  dpark@basd.net   Mr. Daniel Park  
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Resource Links 

https://www.basd.net/Page/14929 

https://sites.google.com/basd.net/closing-resources/home?authuser=0 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10HNwY-sOaCk_asr1hSLHjYNfoq-wzfhOyrkCbhDi
wIY/edit?usp=sharing  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rd_xVRlxFehkh8Rv5E8vA14ERJQJ-s12B0XZQ-sJ
mzQ/edit?usp=sharing  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZCr6UJHPr6gdQacaU8ef46VO13-hqC51/view?usp=shari
ng  

https://www.basd.net/cms/lib/PA01001269/Centricity/Domain/1646/ParentCOVIDletter-c
onverted.pdf 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tCQyVfkVooS4GNICmviGZuGs6eOIwvTy/view 
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